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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT by Dick Corkum 

 
 Many thanks to all the brave people who came out on the morning of January 9

th
 in 25 degree 

temperatures to help pick up the trash and take down the Christmas decorations.  The community is indeed 

blessed with the volunteers that we now have.  You do not need to be over 65 to volunteer!  Over 90% of 

existing volunteers are 65+, and we won’t be around forever.  If you can find the time, please consider 

volunteering.  In most cases, it would only be two hours a month.  We need three block captains at the moment:  

one for Reedy River Road, one for Waccamaw area, and one for Ashley River Road area.  Please call me at 

215-9579 if you can help out. 

 There have been several inquiries on mail boxes.  We probably have the worst array of mail boxes in an 

upscale community.  It has been noticed that when people are changing their old ones, they are updating with 

the one piece molded ones with room for a newspaper/newsletter insert.  I have done a little research on this, 

and in quantity, they could be bought for about $41.00-$44.00 plus tax.  In most cases, you will use your old 

post.  For approximately $25.00, we could get them installed on your old post.  If the U.S. Postal Service 

wanted to, they could stop delivering because there are a lot of mail boxes that are not to U.S. postal 

specifications.  We could also eliminate all of the unsightly newspaper boxes!  We are interested in pursuing 

this as a spring project, so if you would like to participate, please mail me your name, address, phone number, 

and whether you would want the box to be installed or not.  THIS IS NOT MANDATORY, just a way to 

update the community.  Comments are always welcome. 

 We will be planting approximately 40 palm trees when the new front entrance work is done.  We would 

like to start taking pledges to put a memorial on the palms as we have done for the last two years.  Either email 

the board or call Kathy Axelrod (650-3098) or me (215-9579) to be put on the list. 

 On another subject, it is really disheartening to see all the damage that is going on at the front entrance.  

There has been damage of around $1000.00 in the last month.  It is YOUR community and YOUR money that 

is being affected.  Does anyone have any ideas on what to do about it??????????? 

 The ponds have been blessed with some nice cold weather that will slow down the weed growth. 

 Lastly, we will be sending block captains around to update the 2010 POA directory.  Please help them 

when they stop by for update information. 
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The Lakes POA Board of Directors 

         President 

  Dick Corkum – 215-9579  

  Vice President 

  Don Burg – 215-5264 

      Secretary 

  Kathy  Axelrod  - 650-3098 

  Assistant Secretary 

  Lois Chester – 215-7560 

       Treasurer 

  Robert Hall – 650-0782  

       At Large 

  Pat Keelan – 215-7900 

  Bill Powell – 215-6385 

  John Polak – 215-8300 

 

 Committee Chair  
   Architectural  

                                Jim Barrett – 215-6513                                                                    
        Block Captains 

  Eileen Ohngemach – 650-5943 

      Drainage 

 Gary Chester – 215-7560 

        Elections 

  Open 

  The Lakes Environmental Educator 

  Karen Fuss – 349-4058 

   Golf 

  Roger Lindenwald – 650-7968 

  El Pesato – 215-4357 

        Lakes Monitors 

  El Pesato – 215-4357  

        Landscape 

      Beautification – Pat Keelan – 215-7900               

      Mechanical – Open 

  Resident Animal Control Adviser 

 Jack McLaughlin – 650-4017 

  Roads 

 Dick Corkum – 215-9579  

  Safety & Security 

  Pat Keelan – 215-7900 

   Welcoming Committee 

       Beverly Barrett 215-6513/Beth Hans 650-6119 

Newsletter Staff 
        Editor - Judy Hall – 650-0782  

        BOD Liaison - Lois Chester – 215-7560 

        Community News - Tom Duffy – 215-4322 

        Advertising – John Polak – 215-8300 

   Delivery - Evelyn Steers – 650-4137 

  

 LRC Officers 

   President –  Janice Brady 

   Vice President, Membership Chair – Doray Mattocks 

   Secretary – Cheryl Beach 

  Treasurer – Sharon Estock   

  Newsletter Distribution –  Michele Obuzewski 

  Rentals/Private Parties – Bernice Thompson 

  Socials – Kim Murawski, Brenda Ruddick,  

                  Marilyn Stone 

  Maintenance – Michele Ross, Charlie Baumgartner, 

                   Burton Bleakney 

 

 

 

 

 



SCDOT ROAD UPDATE by Pat Keelan 

 

 At the January POA meeting, drawings from SCDOT were presented to the community on what the 

final plans will be as far as SCDOT changing our roads.  These plans are currently posted on the front bulleting 

board.  They are preliminary plans, but I do not expect them to change.  SCDOT is scheduled to start 

purchasing property sometime in the spring and actual work could be started by the end of 2010…but I’m 

putting my money on 2011.  I was told we would be started (and possibly done) before the overpass project is 

started. 

 

 

2010 DUES REPORT by Lois Chester 

 

 As of January 18, 2010, 125 homeowners still had not paid dues for 2010.  Special arrangements may be made for payment 

if you are having difficulty making the lump-sum payment of $315. 

 REMINDER – At the time you receive this newsletter, interest has been added to the amount owed.  If you make your 

payment by March 1, you owe $322; after March 1, you will owe $330. 

 Contact Lois Chester at 215-7560 if you have questions regarding payment of your 2009 dues or if you would like to make 

special arrangements for payment. 
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SECRETARY’S REPORT by Kathy Axelrod 

  

 

Following is a summary of the minutes for the 

October Annual POA meeting.  For a copy of the 

complete set of minutes, please contact Kathy 

Axelrod at 650-3098. 
 This year’s Volunteer-of-the-Year is Bob Flyte and 

he was awarded this for his dedication in cleaning the 

trash from the entranceway and highway.  All other 

volunteers who have given their time were also 

thanked. 

 The four candidates seeking election have been 

approved.  The candidates were:  Dick Corkum, 

Kathy Axelrod, John Polak, and Pat Keelan. 

 Mike Barbee, Program Director from the SCDOT , 

Representative Nelson Hardwick, and Horry County 

Council Representative for District 5 were present at 

this meeting. 

 Mr. Barbee announced that a public hearing was held 

on November 5 from 5-7 PM at St. James High 

School regarding the Glenn’s Bay Road project. 

 There was extensive discussion regarding the future 

entrance to The Lakes.  Mr. Barnard stated safety 

concerns with the present entryway especially with 

the new proposal.  Construction is expected to begin 

late in 2010. 

 A donation of $2,000 was made to the Adopt a 

Highway program. 

 The Board discussed with the attorney to try to get a 

light.  A discussion involved whether it was feasible 

to sue for action.  The cost would be considerable. 

 Proposition One has failed. 



Following is a summary of the minutes for the November and 

December POA meetings.  For a copy of the complete set of 

minutes, please contact Kathy Axelrod at 650-3098. 

 The second access to allow Mr. Edelen to build 

further in The Lakes was discussed.  The County 

granted his request for a 2-year extension for 

completion of an all-weather surface road and two 

more years for paving of this road.  We were 

requested to sign off on the easement agreement. 

 Estate Management reported that the dye and rainfall 

has improved the condition of our lakes. The  

 christmas decorations were accepted as noted through 

a survey. 

 The new entryway road was again discussed.  The 

concerns expressed will be brought to the attention of 

Mr. Barbee of SCDOT.  A real estate agent 

volunteered to investigate the value of the 6 lots on 

Holmestown Road that would be affected by the 

road.  Pat was to bring the map to the Public Hearing 

meeting on November 5. 

 Results of the survey:  108 responded; 98 for 

Christmas and no for Easter and Valentine’s Day.  

The awards for Christmas decorations were 

approved. 

 There were problems on Halloween night and they 

finally left peacefully. 

 Drainage problems on Saluda River Road are being 

investigated.  Ashley River Road would be the next 

project to be considered for paving. 

 There were 139 property owners who paid their 2010 

dues. 

 Mr. Barbee was unable to help us with our requests. 

 The Board has requested a bond for the use of roads 

so that Mr. Edelen can further his development.  We 

are looking into alternative ways of directing traffic 

to other means rather than to limit the use of our 

roads. 

 The evaluation of the property off of Holmestown 

Road was obtained. 

 There was a dead swan on Waccamaw River Road.  

It is believed that a situation such as this is the 

responsibility of the homeowner. 

 Street signs on Ashley River Road and Waccamaw 

River Road have disappeared.  A part of the sign has 

been returned. 

 The ACC has new forms.  Changes have occurred 

due to Santee Cooper’s decision to abandon its 

“Good Cents” program. 

 Water problems were reported in the development 

because of recent rains.  The problems will be 

investigated. 

 Duct tape should not be used on the sign poles. 
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YOUR ACC AT WORK by Jim Barrett 

 

In December, the following item was approved: 
 Lot RVR-14 (627 Hatteras River Road) – 

 Patio 

(Owners had also requested a fence, but as property backs up 

to the Santee Cooper power lines, and there is an older power 

line that runs through the back yard, the fence cannot be 

installed unless a variance is received from Santee Cooper for 

the easement they have on the rear of this property.) 

 

There were no items submitted for consideration at the 

January 2010 meeting. 

 

NOTE:  The ACC will continue on the bi-monthly meeting 

schedule in 2010 until requests increase.  Meetings will be in 

March, May, July, September, and November. 

 

MESSAGE FROM SAFETY/SECURITY  
by Pat Keelan 

 

 I would like to give you some tips regarding the 

upcoming “Census”.  With the U.S. Census process beginning, 

the Better Business Bureau (BBB) advises people to be 

cooperative, but cautious, so as not to become a victim of 

fraud or identity theft.  The first phase of the 2010 U.S. 

Census is under way as workers have begun verifying the 

addresses of households across the country.  Eventually, more 

than 140,000 Census workers will count every person living at 

each address including name, age, gender, race, and other 

relevant data. 

 The big security questions is:  How do you tell the 

difference between a Census worker and a con artist?  BBB 

offers the following advice: 

 If a Census worker raps on your door, they will have 

a badge, a handheld computer device, a Census Bureau canvas 

bag, and a confidentiality notice.  Ask to see their 

identification and their badge before answering any questions.  

However, you should never invite anyone you do not know 

into your home. 

 Census workers are currently knocking on doors to 

verify address information.  Do not give your Social Security 

number, credit card numbers, or banking information to 

anyone, even if they claim they need it for the U.S. Census.  

REMEMBER, at this time you only need to tell them how 

many people live at this address. 

 While the Census Bureau might ask for basic 

financial information, such as a salary range for example, you 

don’t have to answer anything at all about your financial 

situation.  The Census Bureau will NOT ask for Social 

Security, bank account or credit card numbers, not will 



employees solicit donations.  Anyone asking for that 

information is not with the Census Bureau. 

 And remember, the Census Bureau has decided 

NOT to work with ACORN on gathering this information.  

No Acorn worker should approach you saying he/she is with 

the Census Bureau. 

 Eventually, Census workers may contact you by 

telephone, mail, or in person at home.  The Census Bureau 

will NOT contact you by email, so be on the lookout for 

email scams impersonating the Census.  And never open 

any attachments in an email that are supposedly from the 

U.S. Census Bureau. 

 For more advice on avoiding identity theft 

and fraud visit www.bbb.org. 
 

EXPRESSIONS OF SYMPATHY… 

…are extended to the families and friends in the 

loss of their loved ones.  Our thoughts and prayers 

are with you. 
 

Marilyn Trier, September 12, 2009, 113 Cooper River Road; 

Cliff Bulkley, November 23, 2009, 97 Black River Road; 

Jaci Herron, November 28, 2009,  502 Reedy River Road; 

Jean Lindenwald, January 8, 2010, 500 Seneca Court. 
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WANTED TO PURCHASE… 

 
 One of  our neighbors, Donna Maher, is in 

the market for a paddle boat.  If you have one you 

would like to sell or know of anyone who has a 

paddle boat for sale, please contact Donna at her 

email address:  donnamaher@optonline.net. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please give a big welcome “HEY” to the following new 

neighbors to The Lakes: 

 

William and Sandra Jacobson, 500 Waccamaw River Road.  

They are from North Myrtle Beach and Tokyo, Japan. 

 

HOLIDAY DECORATION AWARDS by 

Dick Corkum 

 

Here are the results for our annual Christmas 

decoration contest: 
 

Most Original:  David and JoAnn Stephenson, 628 Catawba 

Court; 

 

Best Traditional:  Billy and Jennifer Hurston, 611 Broad River 

Road; 

 

Kid’s Favorite:  Own and Brenda Oliver, 291 Catawba River 

Road; 

 

Most Creative:  Rick and Lisa Wilson, 299 Wateree River 

Road. 

 

Special thanks to the residents on Broad River Road who put a 

decorated tree on their island…nice job! 

 

DID YOU EVER WONDER³by Pat Keelan 

 

Only in America….do drugstores make the sick walk all the 

way to the back of the store to get their prescriptions while 

healthy persons can buy cigarettes at the front. 

 

Only in America….do people order double 

cheeseburger, super size fries and a sundae and 

order a diet soda. 
 

Only in America….do we leave cars and SUVs worth 

thousands of dollars in the driveway and put our useless junk 

in the garage.  (And leave the cars unlocked!) 

 

Only in America….do they have drive-up ATM machines 

with Braille lettering. 

 

Ever wonder why you don’t see in the newspaper headline 

“Psychic Wins Lottery”? 

 

Ever wonder why is the time of day with the slowest traffic 

called “rush hour”? 

 

http://www.bbb.org/
mailto:donnamaher@optonline.net


Ever wonder why they sterilize a needle before a lethal 

injection? 

 

Ever wonder why sheep don’t shrink when it rains? 

 

Ever wonder why they are called apartments when they are all 

stuck together? 

 

You know that indestructible black box that is used on 

airplanes?  Why don’t they make the whole plane out of that 

stuff? 

 

If “con” is the opposite of “pro”, is Congress that opposite of 

Progress? 

 

Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor, and 

dishwashing liquid made with real lemons? 

 

HOPE THIS BROUGHT A LITTLE SMILE TO YOUR 

FACE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


